
Tropical Cyclone (TC) 01B

First Poor : 0300Z 08 May 03

First Fair : 1300Z 08 May 03

First TCFA : 1730Z 08 May 03 

First Warning : 1200Z 10 May 03 

Last Warning : 1800Z 19 May 03

Max Intensity : 60 kts, gusts to 75 kts 

Landfall : Ramree Island, Myanmar 

Total Warnings : 15

Remarks: 

1) Tropical Cyclone (TC) 01B, the first significant North Indian Ocean tropical cyclone of 2003, 
developed out of a broad surface trough approximately 260 NM west of the north tip of Sumatra. The 
area initially tracked northwestward in a moderately favorable environment of diffluence aloft and low 
vertical wind shear. The first warning was issued on 10 May at 1200Z.

For approximately 36 hours after the initial warning, the cyclone continued on a northwestward course, 
with a track speed between 6 and 12 knots. Around 1800Z on 11 May, the cyclone slowed and started 
moving more northward as a mid-level ridge northeast of the system began building. 

By 1800Z on 13 May, satellite imagery revealed a fully exposed low level circulation center to the east 
of the deep convection. By 0000Z on 16 May, the system entered into a weak steering environment as 
the mid level steering ridge east of the system began to weaken. The system then shifted to a more 
northeastward track by 0000Z on 18 May under the influence of a mid-level ridge east of the system 
and the low to mid-level buffer southeast of the system. TC 01B made landfall with an intensity of 40 
knots over Ramree Island, Myanma, and then quickly dissipated over land.

2) No reports were received of any damage from this cyclone.
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Statistics for JTWC on TC01B

 
 WRN BEST TRACK  POSITION ERRORS WIND ERRORS
DTG NO. LAT LONG wind 00 12 24 36 48 72 96 120 00 12 24 36 48 72 96 120
 03050812   5.0N  91.3E  15                 
03050818  4.8N 91.2E 20                 
03050900  4.5N 91.1E 20                 
03050906  4.2N 91.0E 25                 
03050912  4.4N 90.7E 25                 
03050918  5.1N 90.4E 25                 
03051000  6.0N 90.2E 25                 
03051006  6.9N 89.9E 25                 
03051012 1 7.8N 89.5E 30 8 34 44 45 136    0 -10 -15 -5 10    
03051100 2 9.6N 88.0E 45 30 40 87 158 185    5 0 10 25 35    
03051112 3 10.6N 86.8E 60 5 70 119 148 170    0 5 20 25 40    
03051200 4 10.4N 86.4E 60 38 100 138 156 193    0 5 10 20 30    
03051206 5 10.9N 86.4E 55 18 71 69 87 115    0 0 10 20 30    
03051218 6 11.8N 86.8E 55 0 38 55 63 118    10 25 35 50 70    
03051306 7 12.6N 86.1E 55 6 37 70 128 135    10 15 30 50 50    
03051318 8 13.2N 85.9E 55 5 8 56 126 170    0 5 10 10 5    
03051406 9 14.2N 86.0E 45 11 50 92 131 178    5 10 10 5 -5    
03051418 10 14.7N 86.7E 35 8 64 85 133 183    0 10 10 10 15    
03051506 11 14.4N 86.2E 35 49 78 123 180 268    0 0 -5 0 0    
03051518 12 14.4N 86.8E 35 24 49 99 150 167    0 -5 5 0 10    
03051606 13 14.2N 87.1E 45 39 79 131 146 135    0 5 5 15 15    
03051618 14 13.7N 86.8E 40 48 134 184 180 179    0 0 5 5 5    
03051706 15 13.1N 88.3E 40 93 175 244 308 311    0 10 10 5 -10    
03051718 16 13.7N 90.2E 30 44 80 131      5 0 -5      
03051818 17 16.7N 93.0E 30 13 50 66      5 5 -10      
03051906 18 18.3N 93.3E 45 22 19       0 -5       
03051918 19 19.9N 94.1E 40 6        0        
   AVERAGE  25 65 105 143 176    2 6 12 16 22    
   BIAS          2 4 8 16 20    
   # CASES  19 18 17 15 15    19 18 17 15 15    



Figure 1-01B-1. 140131Z May 2003 MET-5 visible image of TC 01B, revealing an 
partially exposed low level circulation, located 360 nm west of the Andaman islands, with 
an estimated intensity of 50 knots. 



Figure 1-01B-2. 140515Z May 2003 MODIS true-color image of Tropical Cyclone (03B) 
east of India with an estimated intensity of 45 knots.
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